Standing Orders Related to Maternal GBS Status and Suspected Sepsis

GBS/Sepsis Diagnostic and Empiric Therapy Protocol

Physician may give orders from GBS/Sepsis protocols written below.


( CBC with Differential


( CRP


( Blood Culture x 1


( Blood Culture x 2


( Chest X-ray for respiratory distress


( Capillary blood gas


(  Arterial blood gas


(  O2 support if cyanotic or O2 sat ( 92%


(  Lumbar puncture at physician’s discretion

Empiric Therapy Protocol

( Ampicillin    ______mg IV q 12hrs (100mg/kg/dose q 12hrs)

( Gentamicin ______mg IV q24hrs (4mg/kg/dose q 24hrs)

( Gentamicin peak and trough with 3rd dose

( IV Heplock

Transfer to Level 2 if infant requires any of the following therapy:


( IVF at KVO, D10W

( IVF at maintenance, D10W at ______mL/hr to provide 100mL/kg/day.

(  Oxy Hood
MD SIGNATURE: _____________________Pager #__________________

1. Maternal GBS status UNKNOWN and infant has NO signs of sepsis:

a. Physician does not require notification 

b. Observe infant for signs of sepsis

2. Maternal GBS status NEGATIVE and infant has NO signs of sepsis:

a. Physician does not require notification

b. Observe infant for signs of sepsis

3. Maternal GBS status POSITIVE and:

a.  Duration of intrapartum antibiotics ( 4 hrs prior to delivery

b.  Mother has a scheduled C-sec and is not in labor and does not have ROM 

c.     Infant has NO signs of sepsis:

a. Physician does not require notification

b. No evaluation needed

c. Observe infant for signs of sepsis

d. Observe infant for 48 hrs*

4. ( Maternal GBS status POSITIVE and:

           Infant < 35 wks gestational age and has NO signs of sepsis
    Mother received no antibiotics or duration of antibiotics is < 4 hrs prior to delivery 

    Mother had Cesarean after onset of labor and or had ROM
    Infant has NO signs of sepsis

a. Physician does not require notification unless infant < 35wks gestation
b. Obtain the following limited evaluation.   Place Order for:
 CBC with Differential

 Blood Culture x 1
c. Observe infant for signs of sepsis

d. Observe infant for 48 hrs

5. ( Infant with signs of or suspected of sepsis (i.e. respiratory distress, hypothermia, hyperthermia,

            hypotonia, apnea, poor perfusion, cyanosis, poor feeding(- regardless of maternal GBS status:

a. Notify physician

b. Obtain orders from physician for diagnostic evaluation and possible empiric therapy

6.   ( Maternal antibiotics were given for suspected chorioamnionitis:

a.     Notify physician

b.     Obtain orders from physician for diagnostic evaluation and possible empiric therapy

*A healthy-appearing infant who was (38 week’s gestation at delivery and whose mother received (4 hours of intrapartum prophylaxis before delivery may be discharged home after 24 hours if other discharge criteria have been met and a person able to comply fully with instructions for home observation will be present.  If any one of these conditions is not met, the infant should be observed in the hospital for at least 48 hours and until criteria for discharge are achieved.  

